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Kansas Turfgrass Field Day  
 

The Kansas Turfgrass Field Day  will be held on Thursday, August 5 at the Rocky 

Ford Turfgrass Research Center, Manhattan.   

 

Tour Highlights  

Water Requirements of Turf and Groundcovers 

Selecting Drought Resistance Grasses 
A Unique Approach for Establishing Zoysia & Buffalograss 
Turf Disease Management Update 
Managing Dollar Spot and Moss 
Turf Insect Control Update 
Maximizing Spring Broadleaf Weed Control 
Fine-Tuning Your Sprayer 

 

The field day has been approved for the following credit hours: 

 1.5 hrs in 3B and .5 hr in 3A for commercial pesticide applicators 

 .25 GCSAA education points for golf course superintendents 

Be sure and pick up the forms at the registration table to receive credit. 

 

Exhibitors will be displaying their latest products/equipment and experts from the  

K-State staff will be there to answer your questions.  The 2010 Turfgrass Research 

report will be distributed at the field day. 

 

Registration is $30 and includes lunch.  You should have received an electronic 

copy of the brochure.  It is also available at: 

 http://www.kansasturfgrassfoundation.org/FieldDay.html 

  
We hope to see you August 5! 

 

 

               July, 2010 

http://www.kansasturfgrassfoundation.org/FieldDay.html
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Message From 
the President  

 

Hello Summer, Goodbye Spring. 

 

No one is looking forward to a 

hot, dry summer more than I am.  

We have had more than our share 

of rain.  I came into work Monday, 

June 14th to find over 2 feet of 

water had been in our Park Maintenance Facility and over 4 

feet in our nearby equipment storage barn.  Our staff is experi-

enced with dealing with flooding in our parks and trails, but in 

our ñhomeò was a different story.  Here are some lessons 

learned that may help if you find yourself dealing with a simi-

lar disaster. 

 

Keep your inventory up-to-date.  Insurance adjusters will 

need to know everything that was damaged.  If you al-

ready have a list ï including purchase price, model num-

ber, and model year - youôre that much further ahead.  

Photographs are excellent to have as well. 

 

The show must go on.  Just because your shop and equip-

ment are down, doesnôt mean you donôt have a job to do.  

Assess the overall safety of your other public facilities 

and prioritize accordingly.  In our case, sections of trail 

had been uplifted and trail bridges had been packed with 

logs and limbs. Trail restoration was a high priority.  

Other things to achieve ï keep ball fields, programs, and 

swimming pools operating.  While our equipment was 

being repaired or replaced, we were able to borrow vehi-

cles and equipment from other departments in the City to 

keep our programs going and facilities open.  We also 

rented equipment.  This is a good time to request some 

demonstration time from our great equipment vendors as 

well. 

 

Look for a silver lining.  Yes, it was a lot of work clean-

ing out silt and sorting what was destroyed and could be 

saved.  We had to go through every piece of motorized 

equipment (3 vehicles were totaled, 9 others were dam-

aged).  We had to empty the building so that drywall and 

carpet could be replaced.  But, during all of this cleaning 

and reorganizing, we found that we had been saving a lot 

of things that should have been gone years ago.  I also 

noticed that our staff was really dialed in and into helping 

one another and functioning as a team.  So, in this case, 

this disaster did force us to make the time to get caught 

up around our place and really get cleaned up and organ-

ized. 

 

I hope nothing like this happens to any of you, ever.  But if it 

does, I hope sharing these tips will help you in some way. 

 

I hope to see you soon at the Turfgrass Field Day on August 5 

at the Rocky Ford  Research Center in Manhattan.   (Brian 

Anderson) 

Regional Turfgrass  
 Research Update  

 
Since I just got back from the NCERA-192 meeting that was 

held at Southern Illinois University, I thought Iôd give you all 

an update on some of the latest information and research from 

the Midwest.  First off, if you are not familiar with the 

NCERA-192,  you can read and learn more about the group 

from their website that I host at www.KSUTurf.com/

NCERA192/main.htm.  Basically, it is a group of 13 universi-

ties that conduct turfgrass research from the Midwest.  We get 

together every year to discuss our latest research and look for 

ways that we can work together to solve our regionsô turfgrass 

problems.  If you have not been to the NCERA-192 website, I 

highly recommend it.  There you can learn who the research-

ers are at our neighboring universities, what research they are 

conducting, and links to most of their research and extension 

publications.  The website is a very valuable source of infor-

mation.   

I could spend some time talking about our latest research at 

KSU, but it is much easier and more informative if you all 

come to our Turfgrass Field Day that is being held at the 

Rocky Ford Turfgrass Research Center in Manhattan on 

Thursday, August 5.  If you havenôt been to a Field Day be-

fore, you should come.  It is an excellent way to see the re-

search first hand and speak to the actual researcher about the 

project and the results.  Each summer I frequently drive to 

other states to stay current on the latest turfgrass research by 

attending their Field Days.  Also, equally important, many 

seed, fertilizer, pesticide, and equipment vendors have dis-

plays at Field Day.  You can talk with these vendors, learn 

about their latest and greatest product, any sales information 

that they might have, and place orders for anything you might 

need.  You can get more information and learn how to register 

at http://www.kansasturfgrassfoundation.org/FieldDay.html.  I 

look forward to seeing you all there. 

 

A portion of this yearôs NCERA meeting and some discus-

sions outside of the meeting dealt with websites and internet 

information.  Iôve already talked about the NCERA-192 web-

site and all the information it holds from all of the different 

university members.  We also talked about blogs, Twitter, 

Facebook, and other social media tools that can be used and 

Group looking at a zoysia fairway on a golf course near  

Carbondale, IL. 

http://www.KSUTurf.com/NCERA192/main.htm
http://www.KSUTurf.com/NCERA192/main.htm
http://www.kansasturfgrassfoundation.org/FieldDay.html


 
Equipment Dealers  

that Support  
K -State Turf Research  

 
Excel Sales 

Out-front Rotary Mower 

 

Kansas Golf & Turf  
Cushman Truckster 

 

Professional Turf Products 
Toro Triplex Greensmower Out-front Rotary mower 

 

Van Wall Equipment Co./John Deere  
John Deere Triplex Tee Mower 

 
If your company is interested in supporting  

K-State turfgrass research by providing equipment, 

contact Jack Fry at (785) 532-1430. 

 

Regional Turfgrass Research Update 

(continued) 

how we are or might use them in the future.  With that be-

ing said, Iôm sure most of you are aware of the KSUTurf 

Email ListServ and that weôve added a Turfgrass Blog to 

compliment the Listserv.  If you are not aware about the 

Listserv or the Blog, head on over to www.KSUTurf.com 

for more information and instructions on how to sign up. 

The blog has been a tremendous success.  It is much easier 

for us to post news items to the blog, and it is much easier 

for you to read them, find previous articles, and offer feed-

back, comments, and opinions about the information in the 

article.  As of today,  the blog is in  transition.  It is a long 

story but the short of it is, to better serve you and make the 

blog easier to use, Iôm moving the blog to a different loca-

tion.  The blog can now be found at www.KSUTurf.org/

blog/.  Notice that it is .org and not .com. The KSU-

Turf.com site will continue to operate as it always has and 

you can always get the correct links there at 

www.KSUTurf.com.     

Hopefully, when it is all said and done, if you have already 

bookmarked the blog, that address should send you to the 

new and correct location, but you should update your book-

marks with the new url anyway.  Sorry for the change in 

url, but this new blog location will make it easier for you to 

print, email, and share the blog posts with others.   

In ñpeople newsò across the Midwest, the University of 

Nebraska Turfgrass program has had quite a few personnel 

changes.  Drs. Terry Riordan, Bob Shearman, and Garald 

Horst have all retired or are retiring this year.  Dr. Zac Rei-

cher, formerly from Purdue University, has recently joined 

the faculty at Nebraska and the University is seeking to fill 

other vacancies left by the retirements.  All 3 have been 

strong assets to turfgrass research and to the program at 

Nebraska.  Dr. Aaron Patton is moving from the University 

of Arkansas to fill Dr. Reicherôs position at Purdue.  He 

will be starting this summer.  Dr. Lee Miller recently joined 

the University of Missouri after receiving his Ph.D. from 

North Carolina State University. 

 

Turfgrass research around the Midwest for the last several 

years has focused on fertilizer and pesticide runoff and 

leaching, sustainable turf species and varieties, and reduc-

ing management inputs.  If youôd like to read more about 

the research results from the different Universities, go to 

the NCERA-192 page to find links to many of the state 

turfgrass research programs and their research reports.  

Looking to the future of turfgrass research, many projects 

will continue to answer questions related to those topics 

listed above, but there seems to be a large consensus, that 

most universities were starting more water/irrigation related 

research.  Research looking at water quality, i.e. runoff, 

reclaimed/recycle water for irrigation, stormwater issues, 

etc;  water quantity issues, i.e. performance of sprinkler 

systems, drip irrigation, drought resistant grasses, etc.   

 

Research funding is down at all universities across the Mid-

west.  Most turf research programs receive funding from a 

variety of sources, (in no particular order) local turf  

associations, directly from the university, federal or state 

grants, grants from regional, national, and international turf 

and crop associations, and/or direct from private persons or 

businesses, either as gifts or to fund a specific project that 

company is supporting. With the economy being slow, al-

most every segment of the potential funding for turf research 

is diminished.  Some universities have cut research funding 

and technical support to drastic levels,.  Most local and na-

tional turf research associations have also temporarily 

stopped or greatly limited the amount of money they are sup-

plying for turf research.  Many private businesses have also 

reduced the size and scope of their sponsored research pro-

jects.  Funding at Kansas State University is no exception.  

The funding level at KSU is not as bad as it is at some other 

universities, but it is not as good as it is at some other univer-

sities, either.  Speaking on a larger scale, state funding of the  

university as a whole is down at KSU and all the other Mid-

western universities.  Again, some states have cut universi-

ties more than Kansas has and some have cut less.  I guess 

what Iôm trying to say is,  please continue to support those 

who fund universities and turfgrass research programs and 

help them see the value of continuing to fund turfgrass re-

search and higher education.   

 

I hate to end this on such a depressing note, so let me say 

that Iôm excited about the future of turf and turf research in 

Kansas.  We have a number of recently started and incoming 

graduate students that are working on some exciting projects.  

We have a variety of research projects going on from meas-

uring evapotranspiration, to cold hardy zoysiagrass, to moss 

control,  large patch management, broadleaf herbicide tim-

ing, drought tolerance of grasses, organic weed control, and 

many others.  Iôm placing a special order for nice weather on 

Aug 5, so you have no excuse not to come to Field Day.  See 

you all then.   (Rodney St. John) 
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KGCSA Research Tournament  
 

A big THANK YOU to Brian White and the staff at Wichita CC for hosting the  

26th Annual KGCSA Professional Development & Research Tournament on May 24  

which raises money for turfgrass research and scholarships at KSU. 

 

1st placeðWinfield Solutions 

2nd placeðWamego CC 

3rd placeðMacDonald Park GC 
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HOLE SPONSORS 
 

Agrium Advanced Tech. 

Aquatrols 

BASF 

Bayer 

Dow Agro Sciences  

E-Z Go 

Estes/Andersons/Cleary 

Excel Industries 

Floratine Midwest 

Grass Pad 

HAGCSA 

Helena Chemical 

Industrial Sales 

Jesco Products 

John Deere Golf 

Johnston Seed 

Kansas Golf & Turf 

M & M Golf Cars 

Majestic Turf 

Monsanto 

Professional Turf Products 

Redexim Turf Products 

RMI Golf Cars 

Standard Golf 

Supreme Turf/Grigg Bros. 

Syngenta 

Topeka Sod Farm 

Turfwerks 

Van Wall Equipment Co. 

Winfield Solutions 

 

 

ASSOCIATE SPONSORS 
 

Becker Underwood 

Commercial Turf 

IPD, LLC 

ITT Flowtronex 

Kansas City Turf 

Lebanon Turf Products 

Midwest Pump & Control 

Reinders, Inc. 

Sharp Bros. Seed 

Valent USA 

Wildcat Golf 

Williams Lawn Seed 

 

 

     Thanks also  to the 31 

teams participating in this 

tournament! 

 

AUCTION DONORS 

 
Ace Hardware  Prairie Dunes CC  

Alvamar  Prof. Turf Products 

Bayer   Rolling Hills  CC 

Buffalo Dunes GC Sand Creek Stn. GC 

Carey Park GC  Supreme Turf 

Cherry Oaks GC Syngenta 

Crestview CC  Tallgrass CC 

Cypress Ridge GC Terradyne CC 

Flint Hills Ntl. GC The Andersons 

GardôN Wise  Topeka Sod Farm 

Grass Pad  Turfwerks 

Greatlife Golf  Van Diest Supply 

Helena   Van Wall Equip. 

Home Depot  Wamego CC 

John Deere Golf Waters True Value 

Ledgestone CC  Westheffer 

Lindsborg GC  Wichita CC 

Manhattan CC  Wildcat Creek Golf 

Please support the following companies that support us!  

Host Superintendent Brian White. 
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How to Submit a Turf 
Sample to the  
Diagnostic Lab  

 
With summer heat and humidity on the rampage, turf samples 

are picking up.  As usual, about half the time itôs a disease, half 

the time it is some type of environmental stress.  Sending in a 

quality sample is key to a good diagnosis.   

 

1) Choose the right spot.  Take the sample from the ñleading 

edgeò of the damage, not from the area that has already been 

dead for awhile.  The leading edge is where it is easiest to find a 

pathogen, if one is present.  So, the plug should contain both 

healthy and diseased grass.  In the spots that have been long 

dead, usually there are secondary rotting organisms present that 

disguise the original problem. 

 

2) Take a big enough plug.  A few blades of grass torn off with 

your fingers is not going to cut it.  ñAn itty-bitty sample will get 

you an itty-bitty diagnosis.ò  I donôt know who said that, but itôs 

true. 

 

 

Use a knife, trowel, or shovel, and 

dig deep enough to collect some 

roots.  At golf courses, they usually 

use a cup-cutter to take samples for 

the lab.  That is a good image to 

keep in mindðthink about taking a 

plug that is a few inches across and 

a few inches deep, as if you were 

going to try to putt a ball into the 

hole afterwards.   

 

 

 

3) Pack it up nicely. Put the sample into a Ziplock bag, or wrap 

it in aluminum foil.  Do not put any wet paper towel inside.  If 

you take several samples, put them in separate bags and label 

them clearly, like ñfront yard,ò ñside yard,ò ñgreen #3,ò ñ fair-

way #9.ò  Then, use a large padded envelope or a box with pack-

ing material to send it.   

 

3) Send it in promptly.  Donôt let the sample sit in your truck 

for 2 days before sending.  Overnight shipment is the best, espe-

cially for urgent samples.  No matter what, donôt ship on a Fri-

day because the sample will spend all weekend who knows 

where, maybe in a hot postal truck, and will be mush by the time 

it arrives on Monday.  Use this address: 

 Plant Disease Diagnostic Lab 

 4032 Throckmorton 

 Kansas State University 

 Manhattan, KS 66506 

 

4) Include some background info.  Donôt just send a plug of 

turf.  At minimum, make sure to include your name, business 

name, address, phone, and email.  Dropping a business card into 

the box is one way to do it.   

 

 

 

Do not send any paymentðyouôll get an invoice later.  And, 

speaking of payment, in most cases it is a mere $6.90 per sam-

ple.  Nematode samples are $17.25.  If a full nematode survey 

is desired, let me knowðsampling for nematodes is a little 

different. 

 

Since we have students doing the check-in, and they are not 

always able to id the turf, jotting down the species of turf 

would be much appreciatedðsaves us some time later.  Writ-

ing down the cultivar name earns you extra credit! Some de-

tails about the site can be very helpful, such as: 

 

When did the problem appear (last week?  last month?) 

How widespread is it (front yard? Both front and back? 

One putting green? ALL putting greens?) 

What do the symptoms look like (patches ~5 feet across? 

Streaks that follow drainage patterns?). 

What has the weather been like lately? 

 

If you have information on recent pesticide and fertility appli-

cations, write that down as well.  All this info can go into a 

note in the box, or you can email it to me (Kennelly@ksu.edu).  

If you have a digital camera, you can email photos, too. 

 

5) Be patient.  When the sample arrives, usually I need to let it 

incubate in a moist chamber overnight to induce sporulation, 

mycelium, etc.  I canôt id a pathogen until the pathogen pro-

duces some type of structures, and it can take a day or two for 

that to happen.  In most cases, commercial turf samples get 

turned around within about 48 hours, but sometimes that is not 

possible.  Home lawn samples are usually completed within 

about 3 days.  If you provide an email address, Iôll send the 

response that way.  In some cases I make a phone call.  A final 

printed report and invoice will be sent later. (Megan Kennelly) 

 

Check out the K-State Turfgrass Blog 

at: 

 

 www.KSUTurf.org/blog/  

mailto:Kennelly@ksu.edu
http://www.ksuturf.org/blog/


Mark the Dates   
 
 

August 5 

Turfgrass Field Day 

Rocky Ford Research Cntr., 

Manhattan 

 

December 7, 8 & 9 

Kansas Turfgrass Conference, 

Topeka 
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Iôm pleased to introduce a new plant pathologist in the 

neighborhood.  Dr. Lee Miller joined the University of Mis-

souri on May 1 as the new extension turfgrass patholo-

gist.  Leeôs previous stints include graduate work at North 

Carolina State University and the University of Georgia, and 

working for four years with the turf program at the Chicago 

District Golf Association.  His most recent work investigated 

the biology and management of fairy ring on golf putting 

greens, including the development of a preventive fungicide 

application strategy using the DMI fungicides for con-

trol.   For questions regarding this strategy, Lee can be 

reached at turfpath@missouri.edu or at (573) 882-5623. 

Iôve met Lee on numerous occasions at plant pathology con-

ferences, both  in the seminars and poster sessions and for 

casual turf-talk over beer.    Lee and I look forward to col-

laborating and tackling all of the turf disease issues in the 

Midwest region. You can find his website here:  http://

Hereôs Lee working on fairy ring in North Carolina. 

Welcoming a New Plant Pathology Neighbor  

Outside Plants May Need  
 To Be Watered Too  

Numerous parts of Kansas 

have had such a wet winter 

and spring that plants are 

entering the summer with 

weakened root systems.   

Waterlogged soils push oxy-

gen out of the soil that roots 

need to survive. Every liv-

ing cell in a plant must have 

oxygen or it dies.   

Therefore, even in areas 

with good subsoil moisture, 

plants may need additional 

water until the root system 

recovers to prevent leaf 

scorching and/or excessive 

leaf drop.  This will be espe-

cially important for trees and shrubs that have been planted in 

the last few years.   

  

Newly transplanted trees need at least 10 gallons of water per 

week, and on sandy soils they will need that much applied 

twice a week. The secret is getting that water to soak deeply 

into the soil, so it evaporates more slowly and is available 

longer to the treeôs roots. One way to do this is to punch a 

small hole in the side of a 5-gallon bucket and fill it with wa-

ter. Let the water dribble out slowly next to the tree. Refill the 

bucket once, and you have applied 10 gallons. Very large 

transplanted trees and trees that were transplanted 2 to 3 years 

ago will require more water. 

  

A perforated soaker hose is a great way to water larger trees, a 

newly established bed or a foundation planting. In sun-baked 

soil, you may need to rough up the surface with a hoe or tiller 

to get the water to infiltrate easily. It may be helpful to set a 

timer so you remember to move the hose or shut  

off the faucet. If you are seeing surface runoff, reduce the flow, 

or build a berm with at least a 4-foot diameter around the base of 

small trees to allow the water to percolate down through the soil, 

instead of spreading out. 

  

Regardless of method used, soil should be wet at least 12 inches 

deep. Use a metal rod, wooden dowel, electric fence post or 

something similar to check depth. Dry soil is much harder to 

push through than wet.  Water established trees once every two 

weeks if rainfall is insufficient. (Ward Upham) 

 

mailto:turfpath@missouri.edu
http://plantsci.missouri.edu/faculty/miller.htm


Blast from the Past  
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